
NCI 
SEER Registry Data Management Project  
Business Location Sketch Text 
 

04/30/03  Page 1 

Locations/Sites 
Central Registry Office 

Notes 
Each Registry has one home office  
Defined in terms of the population in their catchments areas. 

Data User Location 
Notes 

Includes:  
Special Study/Researcher’s Office - office where researcher does 
analysis on cancer/tumor/case (CTC) data; could be in a University, 
NIH, etc. 
… 

Hospital Cancer Registry 
Notes 

Place where they store abstracted records for all CTCs seen at that 
hospital  
Can’t define these in terms of catchments areas; they are based on who 
was actually seen at a hospital 
Would like to allow hospital to log into a secure registry web site, search 
for a patient and provide the registry with updated information (such as 
date of last contact, better address, etc) 

Hospital Record Department  
Notes 

Where all hospital medical records are stored by Medical Record 
Number.   

Intra State Registry  
Notes 

Source of CTCs diagnosed in within the same state but in a different 
area than the Central Registry 
For LA, this would be the other California registries.    

Mobile Abstractor Laptop 
Notes 

A mobile abstractor is a person that goes to various places.  The laptop 
of the mobile abstractor is the source of information.  
This is extremely sensitive for process and data.  May require encryption 
for data on mobile laptop.  
Local processing occurs here.  
Eventually, Mobile Abstractors will be needed less and less as the 
Registries get more info electronically vs. having to go get info.  But this 
is a longer term change…not something that will happen overnight. 

Other Provider  
Notes 

Would like to allow some of these places to log into a secure registry 
web site, search for a patient and provide the registry with updated 
information (such as date of last contact, better address, etc) 
Includes:  

Path Lab - a place where tissue is examined and reported on 
Doctor’s Office - place where patients are examined and/or treated 
and the corresponding information is stored 
Radiation Therapy Center - Place where patients diagnosed and 
treated by using radiographic methods; corresponding information is 
stored  
Radiology Lab - Place of diagnoses. 
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Nursing Home - Place where patients reside and die.  (They may be 
diagnosed while a resident of the nursing home, but unlikely that 
nursing home staff makes the diagnosis.).   
Hospice - Place where patients reside and die.  (They may be 
diagnosed while a resident of the hospice, but unlikely that hospice 
staff makes the diagnosis.)  
Dermatopathology Lab - Mainly diagnosis of melanomas; path lab for 
skin samples. 
… 

Other State Registry  
Notes 

Source of CTCs diagnosed in different state from the Central Registry 
For Iowa, this would be Nebraska or Minnesota, for example.    

Patient Residence 
Notes 

Place where patient resides 
Registry Staff Home 

Notes 
The home of a Registry staff person.   
A desktop or laptop will provide remote access to allow an individual 
working from home to carry out normal functions they would do at the 
Central Office. 
This is extremely sensitive for process and data.  
Recommendation:  Pure Remote Access vs. Local Processing  
ATL and NM do not allow staff to work from home. 
DT and LA only allow selected managers to work from home 
UT does not currently have staff working from home, but has not 
objections to the concept. 
IA staff frequently works from home 

SEER Office  
Notes 

Includes IMS as a sub-contractor of the SEER Program.   
Supplemental Data Source 

Notes 
Includes:  

Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV), Motor Vehicle Administration 
(MVA) - driver’s license and demographic info on people generated 
and stored here 
State Health Department - source of birth and death records; may 
also have population data 
Other Government Offices - location where you can obtain info on 
voter registration; could be another source of population data. 

Channels  
xAbstract 

Notes 
 

xAbstraction Facility Leads  
Notes 

A list that tells an Abstractor where to go in the Hospital to find CTCs.  
They then go to other locations in the Hospital as they make discoveries, 
etc. 
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IA, NM, and possibly UT (southern part of the state):  Have circuit rider 
abstractors.  They don’t rely as much on getting this list of leads from the 
Central Registry.  They are more responsible for finding their CTCs.  

xActive Follow-Up Need 
Notes 

 
xActive Follow-Up Need (Provider – Mobile Abstractor) 

Notes 
The Mobile Abstractor asks questions.  They deal with Follow-Up Needs 
gotten from the Central Registry. 

xFollow-Back Need 
Notes 

 
 xFollow-Back Query (Central Registry – Health Data Provider) 

Notes 
 

xFollow-Back Query (Provider – Mobile Abstractor) 
Notes 

The Mobile Abstractor asks questions.  These may be his/her own, or 
they may deal with Follow-Back Needs gotten from the Central Registry. 

xFollow-Up Query  
Notes 

 
xHealth Records (Including Abstracts)  

Notes 
 

xHealth Records & Patient Medical Info 
Notes 

 
xMobile Abstractor (Participant) 

Notes 
   

xOther Health Records 
Notes 

All health records, but not including Abstracts 
xOther Query  

Notes 
 

xPatient Set (Subset)  
Notes 

Minus patient identifying information.  
xPatient Set DB Subset 

Notes 
 

xPatient Set Info 
Notes 

 
xPatient Set Info (Central Registry – Hospital Registry) 

Notes 
Includes facility level information  

xPatient Set Info (Central Registry – Registry Staff Home) 
Notes 
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Includes facility level information  
xPatient Set Info minus Facility Info 

Notes 
Excludes facility level information  

xQuery (Central Registry – Registry Staff Home) 
Notes 

 
xQuery (Central Registry – SEER) 

Notes 
 

xQuery (Info Request) 
Notes 

 
xReport (Central Registry - Hospital Registry) 

Notes 
 

xReport (Central Registry – SEER) 
Notes 

 
xRequests 

Notes 
 

xRequest for Data 
Notes 

 
xRequest for Medical Records 

Notes 
 

xResponse (Central Registry – Data User Location)  
Notes 

 
xResponse (Central Registry – Health Data Provider) 

Notes 
 

xResponse (Central Registry – Patient Residence) 
Notes 

 
xResponse (Central Registry – Registry Staff Home)  

Notes 
 

xResponse (Central Registry - SEER) 
Notes 

 
xRules 

Notes 
 

xSoftware Update 
Notes 

xSpecial Study Criteria (Central Registry-Data User Location) 
Notes 
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xSpecial Study Criteria (Central Registry - SEER) 
Notes 

 
xSubmission Notification (Central Registry – Health Data 
Provider) 

Notes 
 

xSubmission Notification (Central Registry – Supplemental Data 
Source) 

Notes 
 

xSupplemental Data 
Notes 

 
Channel4 

Notes 
 

Channel4 
Notes 

 


